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Motivate would like to extend its gratitude and appreciation to our sponsors for making this event 
possible. We hope you thoroughly enjoyed the evening celebrating outstanding businesses around 
the Gulf.

We look forward to working with you again in the near future.

Thanks again,
Motivate Events Team

THANK YOU
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More than 300 guests came to celebrate as 26 awards were presented throughout the evening.

YOU ARE INVITED...
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An intoxicating fusion of extravagance, heritage and contemporary style, Taj Dubai occupies a 
prime location, in the Emirates’ most famous city. The hotel’s interiors are a mix of rich Indian 
artistry and traditional influences, suffused with a cool, vibrant twist, with parts of the hotel 
offering stunning views of the majestic Burj Khalifa. 

THE VENUE
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THE BLUE CARPET



PRESENTED BYOFFICIAL
CAR SPONSOR VENUE SPONSORSPONSORED BY

THE BLUE CARPET



PRESENTED BYOFFICIAL
CAR SPONSOR VENUE SPONSORSPONSORED BY

EVENT BRANDING
Sponsor logos were placed on all event collateral including: invitations, photo backdrops, 
ballroom banners, event programme & menu, LED table-top boxes and outdoor signage. 
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Our official car sponsor, Audi, also had a stand at the Gulf Business Awards 2016 displaying the 
impressive R8 in a bright yellow.

Enrico Atanasio, Brand Director of Audi Middle East, presented His Excellency Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair, 
CEO of Mashreq Bank, with the award for the Banking Business Leader of the Year.

The second category, also presented by Mr Atanasio, was the Aviation and Transport Company of the 
Year. Nabil Sultan, Divisional Senior Vice President of Cargo, accepted the award on behalf of Emirates.

The Aviation and Transport Business Leader of the Year was also awarded  by Audi to Mr Paul Griffiths, 
the CEO of Dubai Airports.

Final category sponsored by Audi was Banking Company of the Year. Receiving the award on behalf of 
EmiratesNBD was the CEO, Mr Shayne Nelson.

SPONSORS
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John Hanafin, CEO of Arton Capital, gave the Real Estate Business Leader of the Year award to Mr 
Ahmed Al Matrooshi, Managing Director of Emaar Properties, who collected the award on behalf of 
His Excellency Mohamed AlAbbar, winner of this category.

The award for Energy Leader of the Year was then presented to Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi, CEO 
of Masdar. Collecting on his behalf, we had Mr Yousef Baselaib, Executive Director, Sustainable Real 
Estate, Masdar.

SPONSORS

PRESENTED BYOFFICIAL
CAR SPONSOR VENUE SPONSORSPONSORED BY



PRESENTED BYOFFICIAL
CAR SPONSOR VENUE SPONSORSPONSORED BY

Technology Business leader of the Year was sponsored by Atiyeh Saba. 

The award was won by His Excellency Saif Al Aleeli, CEO of Dubai Future Foundation. Collecting on 
behalf of His Excellency was Neil King, Editor for Gulf Business.
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SPONSORS
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DeLonghi Group, represented by Ashraf Khairallah, Vice President of Sales, MEIA region, gave 
the award for Gulf Business SME of the Year. Won by Fetchr, the award was received by co-
founders Joy Ajloumy and Idriss Al Rifai.
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SPONSORS
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Thousands of votes had come in from across the GCC for the Entrepreneur of the Year category. 
Veronica Giles, Manager Events & Community Services from Dubai Technology Entrepreneur 
Centre, presented the award to co-founders of Careem,  Mudassir Sheikha and Magnus Olsson.
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SPONSORS
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Category sponsors Faithful & Gould presented the award for Retail Company of the Year to Colm 
McLoughlin, who collected the award on behalf of Dubai Duty Free.

The award of the second category sponsored by Faithful & Gould was given to the winner of Retail 
Business Leader of the Year,  Colm McLoughlin, Executive Vice Chairman and CEO, Dubai Duty Free.

Both awards were presented by Donal O’Leary, Director of Faithful & Gould.
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SPONSORS
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Similar to other sponsors, Grant Thornton had their own stand at the Gulf Business Awards 2016. 
CEO Hisham Farouk presented the award for Technology Company of the Year to Samsung.

Grant Thornton had their stand in the pre-function area, similar to the other sponsors. Mandip 
Dulay, Director at Grant Thornton, presented the CSR Initiative of the Year to Activelife by Daman. 
Collecting the trophy of behalf of Daman was Sven Rohte, CCO.
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SPONSORS
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Jacobsons, our official vote-processing partners, presented the awards in the Media and 
Marketing category. Akram Raffoul, Partner and Executive Director of Jacobsons, presented 
Martin Stewart, CEO of OSN, for the Company of the Year and also presented Business Leader 
of the Year to Jonathan Labin, Managing Director of facebook Middle East North Africa and 
Pakistan.
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SPONSORS
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KIZA provided us with a colourful stand in the prefunction area of the Gulf Business Awards 
2016. Awarding the Business Woman of the Year to her Excellency Dr Raja Easa Al Gurg, KIZA 
also had the opportunity to present the award for the Gulf Business Innovator of the Year to 
Dubai Future Foundation.
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SPONSORS
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Samsonite presented the award to Jumeirah for Tourism & Hospitality Company of the Year – given 
by Gopal Sudhakaran, Media & Communication Manager, Grand stores. Tourism and Hospitality 
Business Leader of the Year was presented to His Excellency Helal Saeed Almarri, Director General, 
Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing.
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SPONSORS
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Our venue sponsors were not only hosting our event for the evening but were also presenting two of 
the award categories.
Mohit Gurnani, Hotel Manager of Taj Dubai, presented the awards for Healthcare Company of the 
Year to Mediclinic, as well as Healthcare Business Leader of the Year to His Excellency Humaid Al 
Qatami, CEO of Dubai Health Authority.
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SPONSORS
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The innovative company Bliss Flowers delivered and created
a beautiful display of flowers as a centrepiece on each table. 

SPONSORS
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COMPANY OF THE YEAR & BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR
 
All of the company and business leader nominations will come from the public and the judges. 
Those shortlisted were carefully measured on the following criteria

INNOVATION 

A company’s ability to lead its sector — through thought-leadership,
continual innovation and timely strategy.

GROWTH/EXPANSION 
Company growth in the last year and expansion into new markets.

FINANCIAL RESULTS 

Company results in terms of assets, profits and turnover — taken in a market context.

PRODUCT QUALITY 

The ability to deliver exceptional, innovative,
customer-orientated products of the highest quality.

SERVICE DELIVERY 

The ability to provide excellent service to all stakeholders
including customers, partners and suppliers.

ENTREPRENEUR & CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
In 2016, we engage the public even more with two ‘People’s Choice’ awards: ‘Entrepreneur of the 

Year’ and ‘Corporate Social Responsibility award’. Gulf Business highlighted ten leading entrepreneurs 
and five corporate social responsibility campaigns and our readers decided who should be awarded.

THE SHORTLIST, VOTING,
AND JUDGING CRITERIA
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Ian Fairservice
Motivate Managing Partner and Group Editor-In-Chief
Ian Fairservice founded Motivate Publishing in 1979. With his partner H.E. Obaid Humaid 
Al-Tayer, the United Arab Emirates Minister of State for Finance, he has developed the 
company to become one of the most successful media houses in the region — with more 
than 30 editorial titles across print and digital and a diverse range of contract publishing 
products.

 Hisham Farouk
CEO of Grant Thornton UAE
Hisham Farouk is the CEO of Grant Thornton in the United Arab Emirates. A dynamic 
leader with a professional and academic footprint in the United States, United Kingdom 
and across the Middle East region, Hisham has been the driving force behind many 
private and public organisations’ growth strategies. With almost two decades of 
professional and commercial experience he has led high-profile advisory engagements 
for some of the largest groups in the region. He sits on various boards, including a 
renowned regional investment firm, and is a patron and avid mentor for dynamic SMEs 
and entrepreneurial businesses

Brandy Scott
Host of Business Breakfast on Dubai Eye 103.8
Brandy Scott is one of the hosts of the award-winning Business Breakfast on 
Dubai Eye 103.8. She has worked as a journalist for nearly 20 years, across radio, 
newspapers and magazines – including a stint as deputy editor on Gulf Business 
magazine.

Ronaldo Mouchawar
CEO and Co-Founder of Souq.com
Ronaldo Mouchawar is the co-founder and CEO of Souq.com, the largest online retail 
and marketplace platform in the Arab World. Ronaldo has more than 15 years of 
experience in technology and business management and was awarded in 2015 by His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, in recognition of Souq.com’s digital influence in the UAE. 
He also won the Retail Business Leader of the Year and Entrepreneur of the Year awards 
at last year’s Gulf Business Awards.

Neil King
Editor of Gulf Business
With more than a decade’s experience in journalism, Neil King is the editor of 
Gulf Business magazine. Having cut his teeth at the Essex Chronicle newspaper in 
the UK, he went on to work for Spafax where he edited a portfolio of in-flight 
magazines. Moving into business journalism, Neil arrived in Dubai in 2012 before 
joining the Gulf Business team at the start of 2016.

JUDGES
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HEALTHCARE
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR 

H.E. Humaid Mohammed
Obaid Al Qatami,

Dubai Health Authority

BANKING
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR 

H.E. Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair,
Mashreq Bank

AVIATION AND TRANSPORT 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR 

Paul Griffiths, Dubai Airports

REAL ESTATE
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

H.E. Mohamed Alabbar, Emaar

TECHNOLOGY
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

H.E. Saif Al Aleeli,
Dubai Future Foundation

ENERGY
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi, Masdar

THE WINNERS
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TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

H.E. Helal Saeed Almarri, DTCM

MEDIA MARKETING
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

Jonathan Labin,
Facebook Middle East,

North Africa and Pakistan

RETAIL
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

Colm McLoughlin,
Dubai Duty Free

HEALTHCARE
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Mediclinic

BANKING COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Emirates NBD

AVIATION AND TRANSPORT 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Emirates 

THE WINNERS
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TECHNOLOGY COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
Samsung

REAL ESTATE
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Emaar

ENERGY COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Masdar

TOURISM
AND HOSPITALITY

COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Jumeirah

MEDIA MARKETING
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

OSN

RETAIL
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Dubai Duty Free

THE WINNERS

ENTREPRENEUR
OF THE YEAR

Mudassir Sheikha
and Magnus Olsson,

Careem
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THE WINNERS

GULF BUSINESS
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Jumeirah

BUSINESSWOMAN
OF THE YEAR

H.E. Dr. Raja Easa Al Gurg

CSR INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR
ActiveLife by Daman

INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR
Dubai Future Foundation

GULF BUSINESS 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

Paul Griffiths, CEO
Dubai Airports

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
Sunny Varkey

GEMS, Varkey Foundation

SME OF THE YEAR
Fetchr
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PRINT
Full page ads of the Gulf Business 
Industry Awards were featured in the 
following Motivate publications:
Business Traveller Middle East
The Week
Gulf Business
Campaign
Golf Digest 

Advertisements featuring sponsors’ logos 
were also placed in various titles.

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

7 DAYS 

GULF NEWS

KHALEEJ TIMES

7 DAYS
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NOM I N AT I ON S
Nominate those who are building the Middle East business landscape.

Email your nomination in under 500 words to nominations@gul�usiness.com.
Visit gul�usiness.com/awards for the list of categories.

N O W  O P E N

gbA 2016 press ad (nominate now)_CAMPAIGN.indd   1 6/9/16   11:30 AM

nominations@gul�usiness.com.
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gul�usiness.com/awards

V O T E  N O W
• ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR •
• CSR INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR •

VOTING CLOSES AUGUST 31ST

gbA 2016 press ad (vote now) v2_CAMPAIGN.indd   1 8/10/16   2:30 PM
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V O T E  N O W
• ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR •
• CSR INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR •

VOTING CLOSES AUGUST 31ST
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gul�usiness.com/awards

V O T E  N O W
• ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR •
• CSR INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR •

VOTING CLOSES AUGUST 31ST
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RADIO ADVERTS
Radio adverts were broadcasted 
on Dubai Eye throughout the 
months of May, June and July.

ELEVISION
Advertisements in the elevator at 
Media One Hotel and DIFC played 
leading up to the event. 

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

“Voting is now open for the Gulf Business 
Awards. To vote for the Entrepreneur of 

the Year and the CSR Initiative of the Year, 
visit gulfbusiness.com – the benchmark for 

outstanding performance. Gulf Business 
– celebrating 20 years as the must read title 

for economic game changers.” 
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

CINEMA ADVERTS
Adverts for the awards ran 
on VOX Cinema screens 
for a week at a time in May, 
June, July and August.

CINEMA PICSCINEMA PICS
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

WEB BANNERS
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

ONLINE COVERAGE
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

ONLINE COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE
PRINT
Full page ads of the Gulf Business 
Industry Awards were featured in the 
following Motivate publications:
Business Traveller Middle East
The Week
Gulf Business
Campaign
Golf Digest 

Advertisements featuring sponsors’ 
logos were also placed in various titles.

7 DAYS 

KHALEEJ 
TIMES

GULF NEWS
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F O R  T H E  F U L L  L I S T
O F  W I N N E R S

Log on to gulfbusiness.com/awards
from September 7

gbA 2016 press ad (winners annouced)_CAMPAIGN.indd   1 8/25/16   11:26 AM
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MOTI VATE CONG R ATU L ATES TH E WIN N E RS

GULF BUSINESS 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

Paul Griffiths, Dubai Airports

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Sunny Varkey

GEMS, Varkey Foundation

GULF BUSINESS 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR 

Jumeirah

ENERGY COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
Masdar

TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
Jumeirah

AVIATION AND TRANSPORT 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
Emirates

BANKING COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR 
Emirates NBD

TECHNOLOGY COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR 
Samsung

MEDIA AND MARKETING 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
OSN

HEALTHCARE COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR 
Mediclinic

RETAIL COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
Dubai Duty Free

REAL ESTATE BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 
H.E. Mohamed Alabbar, Emaar

ENERGY BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 
Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi, Masdar

TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR 
H.E. Helal Saeed Almarri, DTCM

AVIATION AND TRANSPORT 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR 
Paul Griffiths, Dubai Airports

BANKING BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 
H.E. Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair, 
Mashreq Bank

TECHNOLOGY BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 
H.E. Saif Al Aleeli, 
Dubai Future Foundation

MEDIA AND MARKETING 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR 
Jonathan Labin, Facebook Middle East, 
North Africa and Pakistan

HEALTHCARE BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 
H.E. Humaid Mohammed Obaid Al Qatami, 
Dubai Health Authority

RETAIL BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 
Colm McLoughlin, 
Dubai Duty Free

CSR INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR 
ActiveLife by Daman

BUSINESSWOMAN OF THE YEAR 
H.E. Dr. Raja Easa Al Gurg,  
Easa Saleh Al Gurg Group

INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR 
Dubai Future Foundation

SME OF THE YEAR 
Fetchr

ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 
Mudassir Sheikha and Magnus Olsson, 
Careem
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE
ONLINE COVERAGE
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

OFFICIAL CAR SPONSOR
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