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Motivate would like to extend its gratitude and appreciation to our sponsors for 
making this event possible. We hope you thoroughly enjoyed the evening celebrating 
outstanding business around the Gulf.

We look forward to working with you in the near future.

Thanks again,
Motivate Events Team.

THANK YOU
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More than 300 guests attended the celebrations 
as 21 awards were presented throughout the evening.

YOU ARE INVITED...
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The Oberoi, Dubai is an award winning contemporary luxury hotel in Dubai, whose design 
embodies height, light and space. The hotel offers iconic views of the magnificent Burj 
Khalifa from our prime location amongst hotels in the UAE, in Business Bay, just minutes 
away from Dubai Mall and Dubai International Financial Centre.

THE VENUE
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THE BLUE CARPET
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THE BLUE CARPET
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EVENT BRANDING

Sponsor logos were placed on 
all event collateral including: 
invitations, photo backdrops, 

ballroom banners, menus, 
LED table top boxes, outdoor 

signage, screens, etc.
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EVENT BRANDING
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SPONSOR

Our sponsor’s King’s College London Hospital had a display in the pre-function area 
where they educated the guests on their services and specialists available at clinics 
across the UAE.
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Sponsor’s Finesse set up a display within the pre-function area, 
informing guests of their Software System Integrator.

Co-founder and CEO, Raju Ramesh 
presented the following awards: 
•	Tourism and Hospitality Company of  
 	 the Year, awarded to Rotana Hotels 
  	and Resorts.

•	Tourism and Hospitality Leader of the  
 	 Year, awarded to Manuel Rabaté,  
	 Director of The Louvre Abu Dhabi.

Co-founder and COO, Sunil Paul presented 
the following awards:

•	Aviation and Transport Company of the  
	 Year, awarded to Careem.

•	Aviation and Transport Leader of the  
	 Year, awarded to Sir Tim Clark, President  
	 of Emirates.

SPONSOR
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Sponsor’s Crowe set up a display within 
the pre-function area, having their 
representative discuss their Accounting, 
consulting and technology solutions with 
the attendees. 

Group CEO, James Matthew presented the 
following awards:

•	Healthcare Company of the year,  
	 awarded King’s College London Hospital  
	 in UAE.

•	Retail Company of the year, awarded to  
	 Dubai Duty Free

•	Banking Business Leader of the Year,  
	 awarded to Abdulhamid M Saeed, Group  
	 CEO of First Abu Dhabi Bank

•	Healthcare Business Leader of the year,  
	 awarded to Dr Azad Moopen, Chairman  
	 and Managing Director of Aster DM  
	 Healthcare

SPONSOR
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Managing Director, Frank Ackland 
presented the following awards:

•	Real Estate Company of the year,  
	 awarded to Emaar

•	Energy Company of the year, awarded 
	 to DEWA

•	Real Estate Business Leader of the Year,  
	 awarded to Hussain Sajwani, Chairman 
	 of DAMAC

•	Energy Business Leader of the year,  
	 awarded to His Excellency Dr. Sultan  
	 Ahmed Al Jaber, Director General and  
	 CEO of ADNOC

Sponsor’s Eaton placed their 
branding within the pre-function 
space at the Awards.

SPONSOR
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SPONSOR

Sponsor’s HumanSoft has their logo displayed across all 
marketing and event collaterals at the Gulf Business Awards.
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SPONSOR

Our official voting partner, Jacobsons 
Direct Marketing Services sponsored 
two categories on the evening:

Director, Ashley Jacob presented the 
following awards:

•	Retail Business leader of the year,  
	 awarded to Muhammed Abdulmagied  
	 Seddiqi, chief commercial officer of  
	 Ahmed Seddiqi & Sons

•	SME of the year, awarded to Pure  
	 Harvest Smart Farms
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SPONSOR

Flower partners, Design Studio, produced and displayed the elegant flower 
centerpieces used throughout the event.
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THE SHORTLIST, VOTING,
AND JUDGING CRITERIA

INNOVATION 
A company’s/business leader’s 
ability to lead a sector through 
thought leadership, continual 
innovation and cutting-edge 
strategy.

GROWTH/EXPANSION 
Company growth in the last year 
and expansion into new markets.

SERVICE DELIVERY 
The ability to provide 
excellent service to all 
stakeholders including 
customers, partners and 
suppliers.

CORPORATE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 
A company’s efforts to 
give something back to 
wider society in terms of 
mentorship, environmental 
concerns, charity 
and corporate social 
responsibility.

PRODUCT QUALITY 
The ability to deliver 
exceptional, innovative, 
customer-oriented products 
of the highest quality.

FINANCIAL RESULTS 
Company results in terms of 
assets, profits and turnover in 
a wider market context.



SPONSORED BY

VOTE PROCESSING PARTNERVENUE PARTNER PRESENTED BY FLOWER PARTNERBEVERAGE PARTNER

JUDGES
MONA ATAYA 
CEO and founder of Mumzworld.com
Mona Ataya is one of the Middle East’s most prominent female entrepreneurs. She left a 
career in the FMCG sector with Johnson and Johnson in 2000 to co-found regional jobs site 
Bayt.com as vice president of marketing, and has since shifted her attention to disrupting 
the retail market with the goal of assisting mothers with their maternity, infant and childcare 
product needs. The venture she founded in 2011, Mumzworld.com, is a leading e-commerce 
player for baby and child shopping in the Middle East region and continues to go from 
strength to strength.

IAN FAIRSERVICE 
Managing Partner and Group Editor-in-Chief of Motivate Media Group
Ian Fairservice founded Motivate Publishing in 1979 and together with his partner HE Obaid 
bin Humaid Al Tayer, the United Arab Emirates Minister of State for Financial Affairs, has 
developed the company to become one of the most successful media groups in the region. 
Motivate Media Group has more than 25 editorial titles across print and digital and a diverse 
range of contract publishing products, as well as a celebrated books division, content 
provision, events management, and leading cinema advertising business, Motivate Val 
Morgan.

BADR JAFAR 
CEO of Crescent Enterprises
Badr Jafar is CEO of Crescent Enterprises, a multinational company headquartered in 
the UAE, with diversified global businesses across six core sectors. He is also president 
of Crescent Petroleum, chairman of the Gas Cities LLC joint venture with Dana Gas and 
chairman of the Pearl Petroleum consortium developing gas assets in the Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq. In 2010, Jafar founded the Pearl Initiative, a non-profit venture in cooperation with the 
United Nations Office for Partnerships to promote a corporate culture of transparency and 
accountability across the Gulf region.

MISHAL KANOO 
Chairman of Kanoo Group
Mishal Kanoo currently serves as the chairman of Kanoo Group, one of the largest, longest 
running and most independent family-owned groups of companies in the Gulf region. 
Furthermore, he is a professional and motivational speaker, writes articles for local and 
regional media, is published in business journals on a regular basis and holds positions as 
chairman and director of various reputable companies including AXA Insurance Gulf, Gulf 
Capital, KHK & Partners Limited, Dalma Capital and Johnson Arabia LLC.

NEIL KING 
Editor of Gulf Business
Having cut his teeth at various newspapers and magazines in his native UK, Neil King came 
to Dubai in 2012, where he has served as editor of some of the region’s leading business 
publications. He joined Motivate in January 2016 as editor of the respected and long-running 
Gulf Business magazine.
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THE WINNERS

REAL ESTATE BUSINESS 
LEADER OF THE YEAR

Hussain Sajwani, Chairman 
of DAMAC, collected by

Ali Kukar

TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY 
BUSINESS LEADER 

OF THE YEAR
Manuel Rabate, Director of 

Louvre Abu Dhabi

BANKING BUSINESS 
LEADER OF THE YEAR
Adulhamid M Saeed,

Group CEO of First Abu 
Dhabi Bank, collected by 

Sabir Khodabux

RETAIL BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR
Muhammed

Abdulmagied Seddiqi,
Chief Commercial Officer
of  Ahmed Seddiqi & Sons

ENERGY BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR

His Excellency Dr. Sultan Ahmed 
Al Jaber, Director General  and CEO of 
ADNOC, collected by Patrick Arakelian

AVIATION AND TRANSPORT 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

Sir Tim Clark

HEALTHCARE BUSINESS LEADER 
OF THE YEAR

Dr Azad Moopen, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Aster DM 

Healthcare, collected by T.J. Wilson, 
Executive Director and Head 

Governance and Corporate Affairs
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ENERGY COMPANY OF THE YEAR 
DEWA, Khuloud Al Ali,

Deputy Senior Manager,
Public Relation and Media

TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Rotana Hotels & Resorts,

Guy Hutchinson,
Chief Operating Officer

RETAIIL COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Dubai Duty Free, Colm McLoughlin, 
Executive Vice Chairman and CEO

AVIATION AND TRANSPORT 
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Careem, Bassel Al Nahlaoui, 
Managing Director

BANKING COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR

National Commercial Bank, 
collected by Ahmed Sakaiti

HEALTHCARE COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR

King’s College Hospital 
London in the UAE,

Christian Schuhmacher, CEO

REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR

Emaar,  Ahmad Al Falasi, 
Executive Director, 

Operations

THE WINNERS
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THE WINNERS

SME OF THE YEAR
Pure Harvest Smart Farms, 

Majed Halawi

BUSINESSWOMAN
OF THE YEAR

Her Excellency Maytha 
Al Habsi, CEO of Emirates 

Foundation

INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR 
DP World and Virgin 

Hyperloop One, 
Adnan Al Abbar,

Senior Vice President

GULF BUSINES COMPANY 
OF THE YEAR

Dubai Duty Free, Colm McLoughlin, 
Executive Vice Chairman and CEO

HAPPINESS AND POSITIVITY  
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Landmark Group,
Surehha D’Souza,

Head of Communicatrion 
and CSR and Ashutosh 

Sinha, Human Resource 
Leader at Landmark Group

GULF BUSSINESS, BUSSINESS 
LEADER OF THE YEAR

Her Excellency Maytha Al Habsi,
CEO of Emirates Foundation

LIFETIME ACHEIVEMENT AWARD
Her Excellency  Sheikha Lubna 

bint Khalid Al Qasimi
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT

The pre-event full-page ads of the Gulf Business Awards 
were featured in the following publications:

Golf Digest
March issue 
April issue
May issue
June issue
July issue
August issue 

Gulf Business
March issue
April issue
May issue
June issue
July issue
August issue

Business Traveller Middle East 
March issue
April issue
May issue
June issue
July issue
August issue 

Campaign 
April 8, 2018
May 20, 2018
June 3, 2018
July 1, 2018
August 12, 2018
August 26, 2018
September 9, 2018
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AUGUST 2018 ISSUE

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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AUGUST 2018 ISSUE

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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SEPTEMBER 2018 ISSUE

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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RADIO ADVERTS

Radio Adverts were broadcasted on 
Dubai Eye in the month of August. 
Ads were running during the prime 
positions of the day, business 
breakfast and drive time. 

ELEVISION

Advertisements in the elevator across Dubai Media 
City and Business Bay played leading up to the event.

The Gulf Business Awards is one of the most 
prestigious events in the region, and now you 

have a say over who will take home the coveted 
trophies. Taking place at The Oberoi Dubai on 

September 11th, the GCC’s leading companies and 
business leaders will gather at the gala ceremony 
to find out who has been crowned winner in each 

of the 18 industry categories – and for the first time 
ever, the Awards are open to the public vote. Log 
on to awards.gulfbusiness.com to cast your vote 
before August 15,2018. Don’t miss your chance to 
make your vote count. Visit awards.gulfbusiness.

com today and have your say in honouring the best 
of the region’s business community at the 2018 

Gulf Business Awards. Gulf Business – celebrating 
22 years of insight and analysis.

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

WEB BANNERS

Web banners were placed on Gulf Business, 
Campaign and Golf Digest websites to 
promote the event. 

VOTE NOW CAMPAIGN
LEADERBOARD: 235,109 IMPRESSIONS
HALF PAGE: 112,111 IMPRESSIONS
MPU: 158,373 IMPRESSIONS

TICKETS SALE CAMPAIGN
LEADERBOARD: 215,722 IMPRESSIONS
HALF PAGE: 48,104 IMPRESSIONS
MPU: 82,858 IMPRESSIONS
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

ONLINE COVERAGE

EDMs EDMs were sent out to Gulf Business, 
Campaign and Golf Digest databases, 
promoting various campaigns.

25,500 RECIPIENTS
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT

The winners’ full-
page ads of the Gulf 
Business Awards were 
featured in the following 
publications:

Golf Digest 
October issue

Gulf Business 
October issue

Business Traveller 
Middle East 
October issue

Campaign 
September 23, 2017
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE



SPONSORED BY

VOTE PROCESSING PARTNERVENUE PARTNER PRESENTED BY FLOWER PARTNERBEVERAGE PARTNER

POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

WEB BANNERS

Web banners were placed on 
Gulf Business, Campaign and 
Golf Digest websites to announce 
the winners. 

VOTE NOW CAMPAIGN
LEADERBOARD: 60,079 
IMPRESSIONS
HALF PAGE: 19,775 
IMPRESSIONS
MPU: 34,136 IMPRESSIONS
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDMs

EDMs were sent out to Gulf Business, 
Campaign and Golf Digest databases, 
announcing the winners.

25,500 IMPRESSIONS
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

ONLINE COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

ONLINE COVERAGE
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

ONLINE COVERAGE
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SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS

PRESENTED BY

SPONSORS

VOTE PROCESSING PARTNER FLOWER PARTNER

VENUE PARTNER BEVERAGE PARTNER


