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Motivate would like to extend our thanks and appreciation 
to our sponsors for what was a hugely successful evening 
celebrating the very best in the hospitality industry.

We look forward to working with you again in the future.

Thanks again,
Motivate Events Team

THANK YOU
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Over 400 guests joined us to celebrate as 30 awards were presented 
on the evening. 19 awards had been pre-awarded to the winners in 
their outlets before the event.

PRINTED INVITATION

DIGITAL INVITATION

YOU ARE INVITED....
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THE ST. REGIS SAADIYAT ISLAND RESORT, ABU DHABI

The iconic St. Regis brand extends its legacy to Abu Dhabi, with 
The St. Regis Saadiyat Island, Abu Dhabi created by thoughtful 
Mediterranean architecture and a contemporary interior design. 
The award winning St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort is the city’s 
true beachfront leisure address located just 20 minutes from 
Abu Dhabi International Airport and 10 minutes from the city’s 
bustling downtown.

THE VENUE
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GLAMOUR

RED
CARPET
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EVENT BRANDING
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ACTIVATIONS

New for 2014 was the Daman 
Healthy Eating Restaurant 
category, also presented 
on the evening by Daman 
was the What’s On Indie 
Restaurant of the Year. 

DAMAN
Official Healthy Eating Sponsor
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ACTIVATIONS

Volkswagen displayed two of their 
Beetle cars, one outside at the 
ballroom entrance and the other 
in the foyer area. The awards 
presented on the evening included 
Favourite Music Event and Favourite 
Modern European Restaurant. 

VOLKSWAGEN MIDDLE EAST
Official Car Sponsor
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ACTIVATIONS

Sponsors of the The Americas 
award, guests were treated 
to a selection of American 
Garden products in the event 
goody bag.

AMERICAN GARDEN
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ACTIVATIONS

Both brands were represented on 
the night by Grandstores Area Sales 
Manager, Mr. Marwan Awad.
Nikon sponsored Favourite Sporting 
Event and Samonsite, the Favourite 
Business Lunch Award.

NIKON /
SAMSONITE
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ACTIVATIONS

Sponsors of the Favourite 
Steakhouse category, the award 
was presented by Serg Bassier, 
Country Sales Manager.

STOCKYARD
COUNTRY HILL



Presented by Official Car Sponsor SponsorsOfficial Transport Partner

ACTIVATIONS

High Spirits provided the 
flowing alcohol for the 
evening. Mr Abdullah Alindari, 
Sales and Marketing Manager 
presented the Favourite Bar 
and Favourite Brunch awards.

HIGH SPIRITS
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ACTIVATIONS

Our official voting audit partners 
for the awards. Jacobsons 
Direct Marketing presented both 
the Favourite International and 
Favourite Indian Awards.

JACOBSONS
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ACTIVATIONS

Guests were treated to AED50 
credit upon registering as a new 
user and the Careem bus stop 
was placed at the event, at the 
outside entrance of the ballroom.

CAREEM
Official Transport Partner
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NOMINEE BRIEFING

New for 2014 was the Nominee 
Briefing. This was an opportunity 
to educate guests about the 
What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi. 
It was an informal briefing with 
approx 60 outlets in attendance. 
The briefing included the below:

•     Introduction to the Team

•     The 2014 Awards Process
       with Deadlines

•     How to use the collateral

•     Question Time
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VOTING PROCESS
Nominees for the What’s On Awards 2014 consisted of bars, restaurants, spa’s, dj’s, night clubs, and 
events. The competition is open to all outlets, old and new ( must be open before 1st of August 2014 ).
Voting took place from August 1st to September 25th 2014. Nominees were able to promote voting 
to their customers both online and through physical voting slips, outlets were sent a nomination pack 
which included; voting slips, table tent cards, stickers, coasters, and business cards.

The collateral included sponsors’ logos, increasing their brand awareness across the city.

Voting Slips

Nominated 
Sticker

Business 
Cards

Coasters

Table Tent Card

For more information, contact the

What’s On team on woawards@motivate.ae

What’s On team on woawards@motivate.ae

What’s On
For voting terms and conditions, please visitWhatsOn.ae

TO BE FILLED IN BY THE OUTLET
NAME OF OUTLET:

CITY:         ABU DHABI            DUBAI
CATEGORY:

NAME OF HOTEL (IF APPLICABLE):  
DATE:

NUMBER OF DINERS/CUSTOMERS:

Official Car Sponsor

Sponsors

woA 2014 voting slip - without Daman.indd   2

8/4/14   9:52 AM

OR VOTE FOR US ONLINE

Complete the voting slip and return it to the outlet 
management. Only one vote per bill.

WhatsOn.ae

YOUR DETAILS

MR   MRS   MISS   OTHER 

FIRST NAME:

FAMILY NAME:

PHONE:

E-MAIL:

VOTE
NOW

#WOawardsWhatsOnAbuDhabi WhatsOnDubai

woA 2014 voting slip - without Daman.indd   1 8/4/14   9:52 AM

VOTE NOW
WhatsOn.ae

#WOawards

WhatsOnAbuDhabi WhatsOnDubai

woA 2014 coaster.indd   1

7/30/14   1:17 PM

WhatsOn.ae

VOTE NOW

#WOawardsWhatsOnAbuDhabi

Official Car Sponsor Sponsors

woA 2014 auh nominated sticker - without Daman.indd   1 7/30/14   1:22 PM

VOTE
NOW
WhatsOn.ae

#WOawards

WhatsOnAbuDhabi
#WOawards

WhatsOnAbuDhabi WhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubai
WhatsOnAbuDhabi
WhatsOnAbuDhabi WhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubaiWhatsOnDubai

woA 2014 business card.indd   1
7/30/14   1:15 PM

All voting slips and online voting reports were sent to Jacobsons Direct Marketing LLC, our auditing 
partner, who checked and verified all votes. The top 3 outlets in each category were invited to the 
awards and the winners were announced at the event. Pre-awarding the Leisure and Below 400Dhs 
categories was a fantastic opportunity to congratulate these winners personally before the event.
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Vote Now email blasts were sent 
to the What’s On database of 
over 60,000, emails were sent out 
in August & September 2014.

E-NEWSLETTERMPU

E-MAIL BLAST

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

#WOawardsWhatsOnAbuDhabi WhatsOnDubai

WhatsOn.ae

VOTE
NOW

Official Car Sponsor Sponsors

Vote now ad was placed on the jumbotron 
in Dubai Media City, on a rotation througout 
October & November.

JUMBOTRON
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PRINT

The ‘Vote Now’ 
advertisement was 
placed across twelve  
Motivate titles, 
including:

Gulf Business
Stuff
Campaign
Emirates Woman
What’s On
- Abu Dhabi and Dubai
HELLO!
Hype
Golf Digest
Good
identity
The Week

The advertisement was also placed in 7days and The National.

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

#WOawardsWhatsOnAbuDhabi WhatsOnDubai

WhatsOn.ae

VOTE
NOW

Official Car Sponsor Sponsors
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VOTING PROMOTION

Editorial coverage to promote 
voting in Hype magazine
published on 17th August 2014.

Elevision - digital advertisment 
platform with “Vote Now” ad 
on the elevision screens across 
their DMC network.

reverse single colour

reverse  colour

 colour

RADIO AD 
The ad aired on Dubai 92
from August 28th to October 1st 2014.

What’s your favourite restaurant in Dubai? Your favourite café?Your favourite sports 
event? Your favourite concert? What about your favourite day out?
 
Tell us by voting in the What’s On Awards 2014.
 
Vote in more than 30 categories
    -including the new Healthy Eating Restaurant award sponsored by Daman.
 
Voting is easy. Log on to whatson.ae or like the What’s On facebook page and vote today.
 
What’s On, the UAE’s best-selling entertainment magazine. On sale now.

reverse single colour

reverse  colour

 colour
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VOTING PROMOTION 
EXAMPLES OF OUTLETS ENCOURAGING THEIR CUSTOMERS TO VOTE:
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What’s On Restaurant of the year
Bord Eau

What’s On Chef of the year
Sinju Varghose

What’s On Newcomer of the year
Zuma

What’s On Indie Restaurant of the year
Cafe Arabia

THE WINNERS
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THE WINNERS

Favourite Healthy
Eating Restaurant
BiteRite Restro Café

Favourite DJ
Natalie Brogan

Favourite Nightclub
Liquid Rain by Mai Café 

Favourite Sporting Event
Formula 1 Etihad Airways 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Favourite Ladies’ Night
The Yacht Club

Favourite Music Event
The Rolling Stones

Favourite Day Out
Yas Waterworld

Favourite Bar
Jazz Bar & Dining
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THE WINNERS

Favourite Café
The One 

Favourite Business Lunch
Frankie’s Italian Restaurant 

Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant
Li Beirut Jumeirah

Favourite British Restaurant
Marco Pierre White 
Steakhouse & Grill

Favourite Chinese 
Restaurant
Shangrila Palace

Favourite French 
Restaurant
Bord Eau

Favourite Brunch
Giornotte 
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THE WINNERS

Favourite Indian Restaurant
Spice Mela

Favourite Italian Restaurant
Porto Bello 

Favourite Modern European Restaurant
Catalan

Favourite Pan - Asian Restaurant
Toshi

Favourite Japanese Restaurant
Koi

Favourite International Restaurant
Fairways
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THE WINNERS

Favourite Pub Grub
Hemingway’s

Favourite Steakhouse & Grill
The Foundry

Favourite The Americas Restaurant
Chamas

Favourite Sport & Outdoor
Al Forsan International Sports Resort

Favourite Thai Restaurant
Silk Spice

Favourite Seafood Restaurant
Sayad
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THE WINNERS (PRE-AWARDED)
(BELOW 400)

Favourite French Restaurant
Trader’s Vic

Favourite Business Lunch
Market Kitchen

Favourite Pan-Asian Restaurant
Royal Orchard

Favourite European Restaurant
Bravo

Favourite Italian Restaurant
Carluccio’s

Favourite hair Salon
Bedashing
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THE WINNERS (PRE-AWARDED)
(BELOW 400)

Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant
Marakesh

Favourite Seafood Restaurant
Red Lobster

Favourite Indian Restaurant
Biryani Pot

Favourite The Americas Restaurant
Burger Bureau

Favourite International Restaurant
Choices

Favourite Chinese Restaurant
Shanghai Surprise
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THE WINNERS (PRE-AWARDED)
(BELOW 400)

Favourite Café
Le Café

Favourite Fitness Club
Al Wahda Health

Favourite Brunch
Choices

Favourite Japanese Restaurant
Sushi Central

Favourite Nail Bar
Tips & Toes

Favourite Spa
Chi, The Spa
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE ABU DHABI WINNERS

FAVOURITE JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Sushi Central

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT
Catalan, Rosewood Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Bravo, Sheraton Abu Dhabi
Hotel & Resort

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN 
RESTAURANT
Toshi, Grand Millennium Al Wahda

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Royal Orchid, Hilton Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE PUB GRUB
Hemingway’s, Hilton Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
Sayad, Emirates Palace

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Red Lobster

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE & GRILL
The Foundry, Southern Sun
Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT
Silk & Spice, Sofitel Abu Dhabi 
Corniche

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT
Chamas, InterContinental
Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Burger Bureau

FAVOURITE FITNESS CLUB
Al Wahda Health Club

FAVOURITE SPA
Chi, The Spa

FAVOURITE SPORT & OUTDOOR
Al Forsan International
Sports Resort

FAVOURITE NAIL BAR
Tips & Toes

FAVOURITE HAIR SALON
BeDashing

FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH 
(BELOW DHS400)
Market Kitchen, Le Royal Méridien 
 
FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN 
RESTAURANT
Li Beirut, Jumeirah
at Etihad Towers

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Marakesh, Millennium
Corniche Hotel

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT
Marco Pierre White Steakhouse
& Grill, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT
Shang Palace, Shangri-La Hotel

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Shanghai Surprise, Al Diar
Capital Hotel 
 
FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT
Bord Eau, Shangri-La Hotel

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Trader Vic’s, Al Ain Rotana 
 
FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT
Spice Mela, Rosewood Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Biryani Pot 
 
FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT
Fairways, Westin Abu Dhabi
Golf Resort & Spa

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Choices, Yas Island Rotana 
 
FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Porto Bello, Grand Millennium
Al Wahda

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Carluccio’s, Eastern Mangroves 
Promenade

FAVOURITE JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT
Koi, The Collection

WHAT’S ON RESTAURANT 
OF THE YEAR 
Bord Eau 

WHAT’S ON INDIE RESTAURANT 
OF THE YEAR 
Café Arabia 

WHAT’S ON CHEF OF THE YEAR
Sinju Varghese
 
WHAT’S ON NEWCOMER 
OF THE YEAR 
Zuma 

FAVOURITE HEALTHY EATING 
RESTAURANT
BiteRite Restro Café

FAVOURITE DAY OUT
Yas Waterworld

FAVOURITE BAR
Jazz Bar & Dining, Hilton
Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE DJ
Natalie Brogan

FAVOURITE LADIES’ NIGHT
The Yacht Club,
InterContinental Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE MUSIC EVENT
The Rolling Stones, 
du Arena, Yas Island

FAVOURITE NIGHTCLUB
Liquid Rain by Mai Café,
Aloft Abu Dhabi

FAVOURITE SPORTING EVENT
Formula 1 Etihad Airways
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

FAVOURITE CAFÉ
The One 

FAVOURITE CAFÉ (BELOW DHS400)
Le Café, Sofitel Abu Dhabi 
Corniche

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
Giornotte, The Ritz-Carlton
Abu Dhabi, Grand Canal

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
(BELOW DHS400)
Jing Asia, Crowne Plaza
Yas Island 
 
FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH
Frankie’s Italian Restaurant
& Bar, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr

Healthy Eating Sponsor Official Car Sponsor Official
Transport Partner

SponsorsHealthy Eating Sponsor Official Car Sponsor Official
Transport Partner

Sponsors

Published in What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014) and Dubai (November 2014)

Winners logo sent to all winners 
to use to promote their win. 

THE WINNERS AD
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POST-EVENT 
COVERAGE-
SOCIAL MEDIA
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE 
ONLINE
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DIARY OF THE WEEK
 ISSUE HE490, PAGE NO.51.

What’s On Group Editor Mark 
Evans with the Zuma team

James Norman, Ian Fairservice, 
Antonio Del Ojo and Naresh Seeruttun

Mehdi Hanayen, Elena 
Polischuk and Maya Hoteit

Akshay and  
Shalini Dosaj

Omar Al Raisi  
and Ons Mebarek

Sara Al Tamimi, 
Evelyne Maffi and 

Michelle Du Plessis

Diary of 
the Week
BATTLE OF THE GONGS
The best in leisure, entertainment and dining in 

Abu Dhabi – as voted for by the public – was 
celebrated at a glamorous party at The St. Regis 
Saadiyat Island Resort. 

Hosted by What’s On, the event was an auspicious 
affair attended by leading figures from across the UAE. 
The award for Best Restaurant went to Bord Eau at 
Shangri-La Abu Dhabi, while Zuma won Best Newcomer. 

The awards, which will also run in Dubai in 
November, are celebrating 13 years as the most 
respected and only publicly voted – aside from four 
specially chosen – gongs of their kind. Other winners 
on the night included BiteRite Restro Café for Favourite 
Healthy Eating Restaurant, sponsored by Daman. 

51HELLO! MIDDLE EAST
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)



Presented by Official Car Sponsor SponsorsOfficial Transport Partner

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)



Presented by Official Car Sponsor SponsorsOfficial Transport Partner

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)



Presented by Official Car Sponsor SponsorsOfficial Transport Partner

EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)
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EDITORIAL COVERAGE
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 2014)



SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS


