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THANK YOU

Motivate would like to extend a huge thank you to all the guests and sponsors for their 
contribution in making What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi a big success.

We hope you enjoyed yourself thoroughly and we look forward to working with you 
again in the near future.

Motivate Events Team



YOU ARE INVITED....

More than 400 guests, including industry leaders 
from across Abu Dhabi, attended the gala dinner 
and awards ceremony at Yas Viceroy.

DIGITAL ARTWORK

•	 SAVE THE DATE
•	 E-INVITE
•	 SEE YOU TONIGHT



THE VENUE

YAS VICEROY,
ABU DHABI

A premier hotel on Yas Island, 
Yas Viceroy offers exceptional 
services and spectacular views 
of the Yas Marina Circuit.

With 11 dining and lounge venues 
showcasing cuisine from all 
corners of the globe, including 
lavish Mediterranean choices, 
house-made Italian pasta and 
Southeast Asian specialties, 
this hotel was the perfect 
venue to celebrate Abu Dhabi’s 
best leisure and entertainment 
professionals.



PINK CARPET GLAMOUR



PINK CARPET GLAMOUR



EVENT BRANDING



SPONSOR

STOCKYARD & COUNTRY HILL

On behalf of Stockyard and Country Hill, 
Maria Luisa Panzica La Manna, Business 
Development Manager at Country Hill 
International, awarded the following three 
categories:
 
•	 Favourite Steakhouse was awarded to 

The Capital Grill
•	 Favourite Thai Restaurant was awarded 

to Sontaya, St  Regis Saadiyat Island 
Resort

•	 Favourite The Americas Restaurant was 
awarded to Chamas, InterContinental 
Abu Dhabi



SPONSOR

RONAI

Gavin Dodd, Managing 
Director at Ronai, awarded the 
following three categories:

•	 Favourite Chinese 
Restaurant was awarded 
to Shang Palace, 
Shangri-La Hotel

•	 Favourite French 
Restaurant was awarded 
to Bord Eau, Shagri-La 
Hotel

•	 Favourite International 
Restaurant was awarded 
to Sofra BLD



SPONSOR

HORECA
our official water sponsors for 

What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi 

provided Acqua Panna water 

and S. Pellegrino to guests 

throughout the evening.



SPONSOR

Flower partners  EVENTS LIBRARY 
produced beautifully designed fuchsia 
centerpieces for the evening.



SPONSOR

Aside from providing excellent service and hosting the What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi for a third 
year in a row, YAS VICEROY were also sponsors of four categories.
Deli Mwenze, Marketing Manager at Yas Viceroy, gave out the awards for the following 
categories:

•	 Favourite Day out presented to Orange Wheels
•	 Favourite Sporting Event presented to HSBC Abu Dhabi Championship
•	 Favourite Italian Restaurant presented to Roberto’s, The Galleria
•	 Favourite Japanese Restaurant presented to Café Sushi, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr



SPONSOR

Our official vote processing 
partners for the awards, 
JACOBSON’S DIRECT, 
sponsored three categories on 
the evening.
Mr Akram Raffoul, Partner and 
Executive Director, presented 
the awards:

•	 Favourite Modern 
European Restaurant 
presented to Bentley 
Kitchen

•	 Favourite Pan-Asian 
Restaurant presented to 
Cho Gao, Crowne Plaza 
Abu Dhabi

•	 Favourite Seafood 
Restaurant presented to 
Fishmarket



SPONSOR

Our beverage partners for the event, Gray McKenzie & Partners, sponsored five categories on the 
night. Adham Amer, General Manager at GMP, presented the awards to the following winners:

•	 Favourite Ladies’ Night presented to Stills Bar and Brasserie, Crowne Plaza Yas Island
•	 Favourite Bar presented to Tamba
•	 Favourite Nightclub presented to Empire
•	 Favourite Brunch presented to Olea Restaurant, St Regis Saadiyat Island Resort
•	 Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant presented to Ornina Oriental



NOMINEE BRIEFING

The registration briefing took place on May 17th  at Yas Viceroy Hotelat Yas Island.
The outlets were invited to be informed about the process for participating and registering for the 
What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi.

The briefing consisted of introduction to the What’s On team, the 2017 awards process, deadlines 
and how to use the collateral. The material was shared with them at the briefing and was made 
available throughout the voting process on the website.



VOTING PROCESS

What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi registrants consisted of bars, 
restaurants, cafés, spas, nightclubs and events. Voting took place 
from July 26 to September 28, 2017.

Registered outlets were able to promote their participation to 
their customers online and through printed voting slips. The 
voting packs were provided to those outlets that requested them, 
and consisted of tent cards, voting slips and business cards.

Once voting was closed on September 28, 2017, all online 
and printed slips were sent to Jacobsons Direct, our auditing 
partner who checked and verified all votes. Top three outlets 
in each category were then invited to the What’s On Awards 
Abu Dhabi on October 24, 2017, where the final winner was 
announced.

The ‘Leisure and Below 400 Restaurants’ categories were
pre-awarded two weeks prior to the event.

VOTING SLIPS

VOTING PROCESS

BUSINESS 
CARDS

TABLE TENT 
CARD



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT

E-MAILER

DIGITAL BANNERS

NOMINATION 
CAMPAIGN

The registration digital 
banners ran across the 
following sites from June 
2 to June 30, 2017.

•	 WhatsOn.ae
•	 EmiratesWoman.com
•	 GulfBusiness.com
•	 StuffMidEast.com
•	 CampaignMe.com

The ‘Enter Now’ advert was placed in:

What’s On Dubai
July 2017
 
What’s On Abu Dhabi
July 2017

Gulf Business
July 2017

Stuff Middle East
July 2017

Campaign Middle East
July 9, 2017 Issue
July 16, 2017 Issue

Golf Digest Middle East
July 2017 

good
July 2017 

identity
July 2017 

The Week
July 1, 2017 Issue
July 8, 2017 Issue
July 15, 2017 Issue
July 22, 2017 Issue
July 29, 2017 Issue



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT
VOTING 
CAMPAIGN

The ‘Vote Now’ advertisement was 
placed in:
Gulf News - July 19
Khaleej Times - July 18

NEWSPAPER

What’s On Dubai
August 2017
 
What’s On Abu Dhabi
August 2017

Gulf Business
August 2017

Stuff Middle East
August 2017

Campaign Middle East
August 6, 2017 Issue
August 20, 2017 Issue

Golf Digest Middle East
August 2017 

good
August 2017 

identity
August 2017 

The Week
August 5, 2017 Issue
August 12, 2017 Issue
August 19, 2017 Issue
August 26, 2017 Issue

The ‘Vote Now’ advert was placed in:



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

VOTING 
CAMPAIGN

E-mail blasts were 
sent to the What’s On 
database of over 95,000 
in June, July, August, 
September, October & 
November.

MPU
20,000 IMPRESSIONS

FITNESS FIRST 
SCREENS

E-MAILER

HALF PAGE
488,123 IMPRESSIONS

LEADERBOARD
522,394 IMPRESSIONS

MOBILE BANNER

The ‘Vote Now’ digital banners ran across the 
following sites from July 1 to August 31, 2017

•	 WhatsOn.ae
•	 EmiratesWoman.com
•	 GulfBusiness.com
•	 StuffMidEast.com
•	 CampaignME.com



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

VOTING 
CAMPAIGN

Cinema ads were 
shown across VOX 
cinemas from July to 
August.

CINEMA AD

RADIO AD

ELEVISION

The radio ad was 
aired on Dubai 92 
from July 15 to 
August 12. 

The campaign ran across the 
Elevision lift advertisement 
platform across their DMC 
and Business Bay network 
from June 1 until August 31.

What’s your favourite restaurant in Dubai? 
Your favourite brunch? What about your 
favourite ladies night?
Vote now in the What¹s On Awards and win 
four VIP tickets to Party in the Park.
Voting is easy. Go to whats on dot ae.
What¹s On, the UAE¹s best-selling 
entertainment magazine. On sale now.



VOTING PROMOTION

Examples of outlets 
encouraging their 
customers to vote:



THE WINNERS

What’s On Indie Restaurant of the Year
Art House Café

What’s On Newcomer of the Year
Coya

What’s On Chef of the Year
Marshall Roth, Butcher & Still

What’s On Restaurant of the Year
Tamba

Favourite Day Out
Orange Wheels

Favourite Sporting Event
Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship



THE WINNERS

Favourite Concert
Coldplay

Favourite Festival
Yasalam

Favourite Ladies’ Night
Stills Bar

Favourite Bar
Tamba

Favourite Nightclub
Empire



THE WINNERS

Favourite Healthy Eating Restaurant
Zest

Favourite Café
Lobby Lounge, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr

Favourite Business Lunch
English Todd Olives

Favourite Pub Grub
Belgian Beer Café

Favourite Brunch
Olea, St Regis



THE WINNERS

Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant 
Ornina Oriental

Favourite Chinese, French 
& International Restaurant

Shang Palace, Sofra, & Bord Eau

Favourite Italian Reataurant
Roberto’s

Favourite Japanese restaurant
Café Shushi

Favourite Modern European Restaurant 
Bentley Kitchen



THE WINNERS

Favourite Pan-Asian Restaurant 
Cho Gao Restaurant and Lounge, 

Crowne Plaza Abu Dhabi

Favourite Seafood Restaurant
Fishmarket, InterContinental

Favourite Steakhouse 
The Capital Grill, Dusit Thani Abu Dhabi

Favourite Thai Retsaurant
Sontanya

Favourite The Americas Restaurant
Chamas, Intercontenental



THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

Favourite Steakhouse
Choice Cut

Favourite International Restaurant
c. Taste, Centro Capital Rotana

Favourite Indian Restaurant
Kebabs & Kurries

Favourite Chinese Restaurant
Dai Pai Dong

Favourite Hair Salon
Tara Rose Hair and Beauty Salon

Favourite French Restaurant
Le Beaujolais



THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

Favourite Spa
Ibtisama

Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant
Kamoon Restaurant

Favourite Brunch
Amerigos

Favourite Italian Restaurant
Pizza Di Rocco

Favourite Nail Bar
Nails the Modern Manicure Studio



THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

Favourite Fitness Club
Fitness First Abu Dhabi Mall

Favourite The Americas Restaurant
Famous Dave

Favourite Pan-asian Restaurant
Max’s Restaurant

Favourite Japanese Restaurant
Sushi Central

Favourite Modern European Restaurant
Stills Bar



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT AD

BADGES

Announcement published in 
What’s On Abu Dhabi (November 
2017) and in Whats On Dubai 
(November 2017).

Badges sent to all winners.

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

HALF PAGE
84,758 IMPRESSIONS

LEADERBOARD
192,210 IMPRESSIONS

MOBILE BANNER

E-MAILER

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Digital banners were uploaded 
on What’s On website with over 
317,000 impressions.
Emailer’s sent to our What’s On 
Dubai database announcing the 
winners for 2017.

MPU
38,453 IMPRESSIONS



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

SOCIAL MEDIA



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI

NOV 2017



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI

NOV 2017



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI

NOV 2017



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI

NOV 2017



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI

NOV 2017



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI

NOV 2017



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS


