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GRAND HYATT, ABU DHABI

POST-EVENT REPORT
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THANK YOU

Motivate Media Group would like to extend a huge thank you to all the guests, registered outlets 
and sponsors for their contribution in making What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi a big success.

We hope you enjoyed yourself thoroughly and we look forward to working with you again in the 
near future.

Thanks again,
Motivate Media Group Events Team.
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YOU ARE INVITED....

More than 350 guests, including industry leaders 
from across Abu Dhabi, attended the gala dinner 
and awards ceremony at Grand Hyatt Abu Dhabi.

DIGITAL INVITATIONS:

•	 E-INVITE
•	 SEE YOU TOMORROW 
•	 SEE YOU TONIGHT
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THE VENUE

GRAND HYATT 
ABU DHABI HOTEL 
& RESIDENCES

Grand Hyatt Abu Dhabi Hotel & 
Residences Emirates Pearl offers 
a 5 star luxury hotel and events 
venue of awe-inspiring design and 
extraordinary architecture, located 
in the iconic West Corniche 
district of Abu Dhabi, This 5 star 
hotel is conveniently accessible to 
the city’s business hub, high-end 
shopping districts, and is a short 
35-minute drive from Abu Dhabi 
International Airport.
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PINK CARPET GLAMOUR
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PINK CARPET GLAMOUR
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EVENT BRANDING

Sponsors’ logos were 
placed on all event 
collateral, including but 
not limited to: invites, 
photo wall, winner’s wall, 
table-top branding, menu 
& programme, welcome 
boards, outdoor signage 
and ballroom banners.
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SPONSOR

Bidfood UAE sponsored the awards with 
their two brands Acqua Panna and San 
Pellegrino, which is was the water choice of 
the evening throughout the event.

In addition, the Key Account Manager at 
Bidfood UAE, Ayaz Mahmoud, presented 
the awards to the following categories:
•	 Favourite Attraction was awarded to 

Yas Waterworld
•	 Favourite Sporting Event was 

awarded to Spartan Al Ain Zoo
•	 Favourite Concert or Festival was 

awarded to Yasalam Festival 2018 
at du Arena

•	 Favourite Healthy Restaurant was 
awarded to Nolu’s Restaurant

•	 Favourite Café was awarded to Café 
Mandarina

•	 Favourite Business Lunch was 
awarded to Jones the Grocer, 
Holiday Inn
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SPONSOR

Our beverage partner’s for the event, Gray 
Mackenzie & Partners, sponsored five 
categories on the night. 

Tarunjit Singh, General Manager at GMP, 
presented the awards to the following 
winners:
•	 Favourite Ladies’ Night presented 

to Catch Abu Dhabi at St. Regis 
Corniche

•	 Favourite Bar presented to Velocity 
Sports Bar at Marriott Downtown 
Abu Dhabi

•	 Favourite Nightclub presented to 
ANNEX at The Abu Dhabi EDITION

Nagarajan, CEO at ADMMI, presented the 
following awards on behalf of GMP:
•	 Favourite Pub Grub presented to 

Belgian Café
•	 Favourite Brunch presented to 

Alba Terrace at The Abu Dhabi 
EDITION
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SPONSOR

Our official vote processing 
partner for the awards, 
Jacobsons Direct, sponsored 
four categories during the 
evening.

Mr. Akram Raffoul, Partner and 
Executive Director, presented 
the awards to the following 
winners:
•	 Favourite Asian 

Restaurant presented 
to Cho Gao at Marina 
Walk

•	 Favourite European 
Restaurant presented to 
Stills Restaurant & Bar

•	 Favourite Middle Eastern 
Restaurant presented to 
Li Beirut, Jumeirah at 
Etihad Towers

•	 Favourite Indian 
Restaurant presented to 
Namak by Kunal Kapur
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SPONSOR

Margot flowers made unique floral centrepiece 
arrangements for the ballroom tables.
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SPONSOR

Photography Partners IG Production covered 
the event in terms of video and photography.
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VOTING PROCESS

What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi registrants 
consisted of bars, restaurants, cafes, spas 
nightclubs and events. Voting took place 
from June 17th  to September 26th.

Over 200 registered outlets were able 
to promote their participation to their 
customers online and through printed voting 
slips. The voting packs were provided to 
those outlets that requested them, and 
consisted of tent cards and voting slips.

Once voting was closed on September 
26th, 2019, all online and printed slips were 
sent to Jacobson’s Direct, our auditing 
partner who checked and verified all votes. 
Top three outlets in each category were then 
invited to the What’s On Awards Abu Dhabi 
on October 22nd, 2019, where the final 
winners were announced.

The ‘Leisure and Below 400 Restaurants’ 
categories were pre-awarded two weeks 
prior to the event.

VOTING SLIPS

TABLE TENT 
CARD

REGISTRATION
FORM

VOTING 
PROCESS
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE
REGISTRATION, VOTING AND TICKET CAMPAIGN

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

GULF NEWS
17 September
24 September 
Readership 163,800

PRINT 
What’s On Abu Dhabi
July 2019 – Readership 60,000
August 2019 – Readership 60,000
September 2019 – Readership 60,000
October 2019 – Readership 60,000

What’s On Dubai
June 2019 – Readership 100,000
July 2019 – Readership 100,000 
August 2019 – Readership 100,000 
September 2019 – Readership 100,000 
October 2019 – Readership 100,000

Golf Digest
July 2019 – Readership 37,000
August 2019 – Readership 37,000 
October 2019 – Readership 37,000

Gulf Business
July 2019 – Readership 84,000 
October 2019 – Readership 84,000

Emirates Woman
October 2019 – Readership 75,000

Business Traveller ME
July 2019 – Readership 100,000
September 2019 – Readership 100,000 
October 2019 – Readership 100,000

Identity
July 2019 – Readership 30,000 
August 2019 – Readership 30,000

Campaign
16 June – Readership 30,000
30 June – Readership 30,000
7 July – Readership 30,000
12 August – Readership 30,000
25 August – Readership 30,000
23 September – Readership 30,000

TOTAL READERSHIP – 1,719,800

WHAT’S ON ABU DHABI
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

MPU
IMPRESSIONS – 30,481

MPU 
IMPRESSIONS – 226,378

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS – 80,596

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS –  143,858

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 1,942

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS –  60,282

VOTE NOW BANNERS

Whatson.ae (July – September)

MOBILE LEADERBOARD 
IMPRESSIONS – 2,296

MOBILE CATFISH
IMPRESSIONS – 7,357

MOBILE 
LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 61,990

GulfBusiness.com (August – September) CampaignME.com (August)

TOTAL IMPRESSIONS: 615,180
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

EDMs
What’s On database (25,000 subscribers) 

The 30 second radio ad aired on Dubai 92 from 
October 25- November 11, 2018.

What’s your favourite 
restaurant in Abu Dhabi? Or 
your top pick for brunch? What 
about your favorite fitness 
studio in the city?
 
Vote now in the What’s On 
Awards and WIN four tickets to 
Party in the Park.
 
Voting is easy. Go to whats on 
dot ae/awards 
 
What’s On, proudly celebrating 
40 years in the region.

17 June
26 June
30 June
2 July
3 July
8 July

15 July
22 July
29 July
7 August
14 August
19 August

2 September
11 September
18 September
25 September
10 October
15 October

RADIO AD
30 SECONDS  DUBAI 92
14 August – 12 September

Ave. Open Rate: 18% 
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VOTING PROMOTION

Samples of outlets encouraging their customers to vote:

Examples of What’s On Instagram story posts 
pushing consumers to vote: 

(Average number of consumers seeing 
each post: 7,000) 
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THE WINNERS

WHAT’S ON RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
OAK ROOM

AT THE ABU DHABI EDITION

WHAT’S ON CHEF OF THE YEAR 
GAURAV KATHAWATE, 

MARTABAAN BY HEMANT OBEROI

WHAT’S ON 
INDIE RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

SANDERSON’S

WHAT’S ON NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 
NAMAK BY KUNAL KAPUR

AT DUSIT THANI ABU DHABI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE ATTRACTION 
YAS WATERWORLD

FAVOURITE SPORTING EVENT 
SPARTAN AL AIN ZOO RACE 2019

FAVOURITE CONCERT OR FESTIVAL 
YASALAM FESTIVAL 2018 AT DU ARENA

FAVOURITE LADIES’ NIGHT 
CATCH AT ST. REGIS CORNICHE 

- ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE BAR 
VELOCITY SPORTS BAR 

AT MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE NIGHTCLUB 
ANNEX AT THE ABU DHABI EDITION



Vote Processing
Partner

Photography
Partner

Flower
Partner

Presented BySponsors Beverage
Partners

Venue
Partner

THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE HEALTHY EATING RESTAURANT
NOLU’S RESTAURANT DOWNTOWN

AT GALLERIA MALL, AL MARYAH ISLAND

FAVOURITE CAFÉ
CAFÉ MANDARINA

FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH
JONES THE GROCER 

AT HOLIDAY INN ABU DHABI DOWNTOWN

FAVOURITE AFTERNOON TEA
MAJLIS SAADIYAT AT JUMEIRAH
AT SAADIYAT ISLAND RESORT

FAVOURITE ALL DAY DINING
SOFRA BLD AT SHANGRI-LA HOTEL,

QARYAT AL BERI, ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE PUB GRUB
BELGIAN CAFÉ AT RADISSON BLU

ABU DHABI YAS ISLAND
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
ALBA TERRACE 

AT THE ABU DHABI EDITION

FAVOURITE ASIAN RESTAURANT
CHO GAO AT MARINA WALK

FAVOURITE EUROPEAN RESTAURANT
STILLS RESTAURANT & BAR, CROWNE 

PLAZA ABU DHABI - YAS ISLAND

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN RESTAURANT
LI BEIRUT AT JUMEIRAH 

AT ETIHAD TOWERS

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT
NAMAK BY KUNAL KAPUR 

AT DUSIT THANI ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
ROBERTO’S ABU DHABI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT
TORI NO SU AT JUMEIRAH 

AT ETIHAD TOWERS

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
FISHMARKET 

AT INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 
ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
OAK ROOM AT THE ABU DHABI EDITION

FAVOURITE LATIN AMERICAN
VAKAVA PAN LATIN GRILL & LOUNGE 
AT JUMEIRAH AT ETIHAD TOWERS
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THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

FAVOURITE FITNESS FACILITY 
FITNESS FIRST BAWABAT AL SHARQ MALL

FAVOURITE HAIR SALON
MARQUEE AT EASTERN MANGROVES 

PROMENADE, ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE SPA
NAMM SPA AT DUSIT THANI ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE NAIL BAR
NAILS THE MODERN MANICURE STUDIO

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN RESTAURANT
KAMOON RESTAURANT AT KHALIDIYA PALACE 

RAYHAAN BY ROTANA HOTEL ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
CAFÉ PALMIER - ELEMENTS BRUNCH
AT LE ROYAL MERIDIEN ABU DHABI
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THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
DINO’S BISTRO ITALIANO, ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT
MYNT INDIAN CUISINE RESTAURANT 

ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE ASIAN RESTAURANT
SHANG PALACE AT SHANGRI-LA HOTEL 

QARYAT AL BERI ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT
CAFÉ SUSHI AT FAIRMONT BAB AL BAHR

FAVOURITE EUROPEAN RESTAURANT
LA BRASSERIE ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT
HEMINGWAY’S 

AT RADISSON BLU CORNICHE
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THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
VASCO’S AT RADISSON BLU CORNICHE

FAVOURITE MODERN 
AMERICAN RESTAURANT 

MARKET KITCHEN AT LE ROYAL 
MERIDIEN ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
THE GRILL AT MARRIOTT HOTEL 

AL FORSAN ABU DHABI

FAVOURITE LATIN AMERICAN
AMERIGOS PARK INN BY RADISSON 

ABU DHABI, YAS ISLAND
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EVENT COVERAGE SAMPLES

SOCIAL MEDIA
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

BADGES

PRINT

What’s On Abu Dhabi
December 2019 – Readership 60,000

Badges sent to all winners.

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDM
What’s On database 

(25,000 subscribers) 
23 October

WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT
Whatson.ae (23 October – 30 October)

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS – 5,763

MPU
IMPRESSIONS – 2,151

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 1,890

MOBILE LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 1,100

MOBILE CATFISH
IMPRESSIONS – 6,162
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
ABU DHABI
DEC 2019

READERSHIP
60,000
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Sponsors
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