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THANK YOU

Motivate would like to extend a huge thank you to all the guests and sponsors for their 
contribution in making What’s On Awards Dubai a big success. We hope you enjoyed 
yourself thoroughly and we look forward to working with you again in the near future.

Motivate Events Team



YOU ARE INVITED....

More than 1,000 guests attended the What’s On Awards 
ceremony in Dubai Media City Amphitheatre.

They included the city’s leading professionals in the 
leisure and entertainment industry.

DIGITAL ARTWORK

•  E-invite
•  See you tomorrow
•  See you tonight



THE VENUE

DUBAI MEDIA CITY 
AMPHITHEATRE

In the heart of Dubai 
Media City lies a spacious, 
green amphitheatre. This 
area is transformed into a 
glamorous event space for 
What’s On Awards Dubai, 
and also some of Dubai’s 
biggest concerts at different 
times.



BLUE CARPET GLAMOUR



BLUE CARPET GLAMOUR



EVENT BRANDING



SPONSOR

Category sponsors Country Hill & 
Stockyard had a display of their two 
giant cows along with branded flags at 
the event venue.

David Clark, General Manager of 
Stockyard, presented the award for 
Favourite Seafood to the MAINE 
Oyster Bar & Grill, and the award 
for Favourite Steakhouse to 
Hunter’s Room & Grill.
 



SPONSOR

Gavin Dodd, Managing Director at Ronai, presented the award for Favourite Middle 
Eastern Restaurant to Ruya, and the award for Favourite British Restaurant to 
The Scene by Simon Rimmer.



SPONSOR

Acqua Panna and St Perregrino was served throughout the event to the guests, thanks 
to our water sponsor, Horeca. 



SPONSOR

Our culinary partner for the What’s On Awards Dubai was JA Resorts & Hotels. 
Guests were treated to a vast range of menu options, inspired by the four elements; Earth, 
Wind, Fire and Water. 

Food stations were spread throughout offering international cuisine, tastefully and creatively 
decorated, with the donut wall being centre of attention all night.

Presenting the two sponsored categories on behalf of JA Resorts & Hotels was David 
Thomson, Chief Operating Officer. The award for Favourite Indian Restaurant was 
presented to Rang Mahal by Atul Kocchar, and the award for Favourite International 
Restaurant was presented to The Beach House, Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort.



SPONSOR

Our flower partners Events Library 
provided the unique flower centerpieces, 
eucalyptus wreaths.



SPONSOR

Our beverage partner African & Eastern provided the refreshments for the event along 
with the following brands that interacted with the guests through the night:
•	 Stella Artois Cidre cart
•	 Hop House 13
•	 Jagermeister
•	 The Stoli lemonade lounge

Jason Dixon, General Manager, On-Trade & Hospitality at African & Eastern, presented the 
award for Favourite Nightclub to Zero Gravity and Favourite Bar to Barasti.



SPONSOR

Emirates Printing Press sponsored 
two categories on the night.
Mohamed Al Shirawi, Deputy 
Managing Director of Al Shirawi 
Group of Companies and CEO 
of Emirates Printing Press LLC., 
presented the award for Favourite 
Healthy Eating to The Farm 
Restaurant and Favourite Café 
to 1762.



SPONSOR

Our official voting partner for 
the awards, Jacobsons Direct, 
sponsored two categories.

Akram Raffoul, Partner & 
Executive Director at Jacobsons 
presented the award for 
Favourite Modern European 
to Boca, and the Favourite 
Pan-Asian Restaurant to Mr 
Miyagi’s.



SPONSOR

All Events Services did 
a fantastic job with the 
set up and management 
of the staging at the 
What’s On Awards Dubai.

JJ Trichardt, Managing 
Director of All Events 
Service, presented the 
award for Favourite 
Food Truck to Burger 
Pit.



NOMINEE BRIEFING

The registration briefing took place on May 22 at 
Media One Hotel in Dubai Media City.
The outlets were invited to be informed about the 
process for participating and registering for the 
What’s On Awards.

The briefing consisted of introduction to the What’s On team, the 2017 awards process, 
deadlines and how to us the collateral. The material was shared with them at the briefing and 
was made available throughout the voting process on the website.



VOTING PROCESS

What’s On Awards Dubai registrants consisted 
of bars, restaurants, cafés, spas, nightclubs 
and events. Voting took place from July 16 to 
September 28, 2017.

Registered outlets were able to promote their 
participation to their customers online and through 
printed voting slips. The voting packs were provided 
to those outlets that requested them, and consisted 
of tent cards, voting slips and business cards.

Once voting was closed on September 28, 2017, 
all online and printed slips were sent to Jacobsons 
Direct, our auditing partner who checked and 
verified all votes. Top three outlets in each category 
were then invited to the What’s On Awards Dubai 
on November 8, 2017, where the final winner was 
announced.

The ‘Leisure and Below 400 Restaurants’ categories 
were pre-awarded two weeks prior to the event.

VOTING SLIPS

VOTING 
PROCESS

BUSINESS CARDS

TABLE TENT CARD



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT

E-MAILER

DIGITAL BANNERS

NOMINATION 
CAMPAIGN

The registration digital 
banners ran across the 
following sites from June 
2 to June 30, 2017.

•	 WhatsOn.ae
•	 EmiratesWoman.com
•	 GulfBusiness.com
•	 StuffMidEast.com
•	 CampaignMe.com

The ‘Enter Now’ advert was placed in:

What’s On Dubai
July 2017
 
What’s On Abu Dhabi
July 2017

Gulf Business
July 2017

Stuff Middle East
July 2017

Campaign Middle East
July 9, 2017 Issue
July 16, 2017 Issue

Golf Digest Middle East
July 2017 

good
July 2017 

identity
July 2017 

The Week
July 1, 2017 Issue
July 8, 2017 Issue
July 15, 2017 Issue
July 22, 2017 Issue
July 29, 2017 Issue



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

VOTING 
CAMPAIGN

Ads were shown 
across VOX cinemas 
from July to November.

The campaign ran across the 
Elevision lift advertisement 
platform across their DMC 
and Business Bay network 
from June 1 until August 31.

CINEMA AD

RADIO AD

ELEVISION

What’s your favourite restaurant in Dubai? 
Your favourite brunch? What about your 
favourite ladies night?
Vote now in the What¹s On Awards and win 
four VIP tickets to Party in the Park.
Voting is easy. Go to whats on dot ae.
What¹s On, the UAE¹s best-selling 
entertainment magazine. On sale now.

The radio ad was 
aired on Dubai 92 
from July 15 to 
August 12. 



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

PRINT
VOTING 
CAMPAIGN

The ‘Vote Now’ advertisement was 
placed in:
Gulf News - July 19
Khaleej Times - July 18

NEWSPAPER

What’s On Dubai
August 2017
 
What’s On Abu Dhabi
August 2017

Gulf Business
August 2017

Stuff Middle East
August 2017

Campaign Middle East
August 6, 2017 Issue
August 20, 2017 Issue

Golf Digest Middle East
August 2017 

good
August 2017 

identity
August 2017 

The Week
August 5, 2017 Issue
August 12, 2017 Issue
August 19, 2017 Issue
August 26, 2017 Issue

The ‘Vote Now’ advert was placed in:



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

VOTING 
CAMPAIGN

E-mail blasts were 
sent to the What’s On 
database of over 95,000 
in June, July, August, 
September, October & 
November.

MPU
20,000 IMPRESSIONS

FITNESS FIRST 
SCREENS

E-MAILER

HALF PAGE
488,123 IMPRESSIONS

LEADERBOARD
522,394 IMPRESSIONS

MOBILE BANNER

The ‘Vote Now’ digital banners ran across the 
following sites from July 1 to August 31, 2017

•	 WhatsOn.ae
•	 EmiratesWoman.com
•	 GulfBusiness.com
•	 StuffMidEast.com
•	 CampaignME.com



VOTING PROMOTION Examples of outlets encouraging 
their customers to vote:



THE WINNERS

What’s On Indie Restaurant of the Year
3 Fils

What’s On Newcomer of the Year
Sean Connolly at Dubai Opera

What’s On Chef of the Year
Nick Alvis and Scott Price 

at Folly by Nick & Scott

What’s On Restaurant of the Year
Il Boro Tuscan Bistro



THE WINNERS

Favourite Day Out
Ladies’ Day at Zero Gravity

Favourite Sporting Event
Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens

Favourite Concert
Justin Beiber Purpose World Tour Dubai

Favourite Festival
Emirates Airline Festival of Literature

Favourite Show
Les Misérables

Favourite Ladies’ Night
Lucky Voice



THE WINNERS

Favourite Nightclub
 Zero Gravity

Favourite Bar
Barasti

Favourite Healthy Eating Restautant
The Farm Restaurant

Favourite Café
1762

Favourite Business Lunch
Mr Miyagi’s

Favourite Pub Grub
The Tap House



THE WINNERS

Favourite Brunch
Lucky Voice

Favourite Food Truck
Burger Pit

Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant
Ruya

Favourite British Restaurant
The Scene by Simon Rimmer

Favourite Chinese Restaurant
Hakkasan Dubai

Favourite French Restaurant
Bagatelle Dubai



THE WINNERS

Favourite Italian Restaurant
Il Borro Tuscan Bistro

Favourite Indian Restaurant
Rang Mahal by Atul Kochhar,

JW Marriott Marquis Hotel Dubai

Favourite International Restaurant
The Beach House,

Anantara Resort & Spa, The Palm Dubai

Favourite Japanese Restaurant
Okku, The H Hotel Dubai

Favourite Modern European Restaurant
Boca



THE WINNERS

Favourite Pan-Asian Restaurant
Mr Miyagi’s

Favourite Seafood Restaurant
The Maine Oyster Bar & Grill

Favourite Steakhouse
Hunters Room & Grill, 

The Westin Dubai Mina Seyahi

Favourite Thai Restaurant
Pai Thai, Jumeirah Al Qasr,

Madinat Jumeirah

Favourite The Americas Restaurant
Waka, The Oberoi Hotel Dubai



PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

THE WINNERS

Favourite Italian Restaurant
Da Vinci

Favourite Indian Restaurant
Govinda’s

Favourite The Americas Restaurant
La Tablita

Favourite Modern European Restaurant
Boardwalk

Favourite Chinese Restaurant
Soy Restaurant

Favourite Pan-Asian Restaurant
Max’s Restaurant



PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

THE WINNERS

Favourite Thai Restaurant
Royal Budha

Favourite Pakistani Restaurant
Barbecue Delights

Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant
Seven Sands Restaurant

Favourite Fitness Club
Define Body and Mind

Favourite Spa
Heart and Soul Spa and Wellness



PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

THE WINNERS

Favourite French Restaurant
Couqley

Favourite British Restaurant
Copper Dog

Favourite Steakhouse 
The Butchershop and Grill

Fvourite Seafood Restaurant
Ibn Al Bahr

Favourite Brunch
Wanderlust Brunch at Garden,

JW Marriott Marquis 



PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

THE WINNERS

Favourite International Restaurant
 Kitchen 6, JW Marriott 

Marquis Hotel Dubai

Favourite Japanese Restaurant
Izakaya, JW Marriott Marquis Hotel Dubai

Favourite Hair Salon
Pastels Salon

Favourite Nail Bar
Tips and Toes

Favourite Seafood Restaurant
Aprons and Hammers



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON RESTAURANT
OF THE YEAR
Il Borro Tuscan Bistro

WHAT’S ON CHEF OF THE YEAR
Nick Alvis and Scott Price
at Folly By Nick & Scott

WHAT’S ON INDIE RESTAURANT
OF THE YEAR
3 Fils

WHAT’S ON NEWCOMER
OF THE YEAR
Sean Connolly at Dubai Opera

FAVOURITE MIDDLE
EASTERN RESTAURANT
Rüya

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Seven Sands Emirati Cuisine 
and Lounge

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT
The Scene By Simon Rimmer

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Copper Dog

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
Lucky Voice Dubai

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
(BELOW DHS400)
Wanderlust Brunch At Garden, JW 
Marriott Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT
Hakkasan Dubai

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Soy Restaurant

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT
Bagatelle Dubai

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Couqley

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT
Rang Mahal by Atul Kochhar, JW 
Marriott Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Govinda’s Restaurant, Karama

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT
The Beach House, Anantara Resort
& Spa, The Palm Dubai

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE DUBAI WINNERS

Sponsors Vote Processing Partner Presented by

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
La Tablita, Hyatt Regency Dubai 
Creek Heights

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Ibn Albahr

FAVOURITE PAKISTANI RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Barbecue Delights

FAVOURITE DAY OUT
Ladies’ Day at Zero Gravity

FAVOURITE CONCERT
Justin Bieber Purpose World Tour, 
Dubai

FAVOURITE LADIES’ NIGHT
Lucky Voice Dubai

FAVOURITE FESTIVAL
Emirates Airline Festival
of Literature

FAVOURITE NIGHTCLUB
Zero Gravity

FAVOURITE BAR
Barasti

FAVOURITE SPORTING EVENT
Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens

FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH
Mr Miyagi’s

FAVOURITE SHOW
Les Misérables

FAVOURITE CAFÉ
1762

FAVOURITE HEALTHY EATING 
RESTAURANT
The Farm Restaurant

FAVOURITE PUB GRUB
The Tap House

FAVOURITE FOOD TRUCK
Burger Pit

FAVOURITE FITNESS CLUB
Define Body & Mind

FAVOURITE SPA
Heart & Soul Spa and Wellness

FAVOURITE NAIL BAR
Tips & Toes

FAVOURITE HAIR SALON
Pastels Salon

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Kitchen6, JW Marriott
Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Il Borro Tuscan Bistro

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Da Vinci’s

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Okku

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Izakaya, JW Marriott
Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT
Boca

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Boardwalk

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN RESTAURANT
Mr Miyagi’s

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Max’s Restaurant

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
The MAINE Oyster Bar & Grill

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Aprons & Hammers

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
Hunters Room & Grill,
The Westin Dubai Mina Seyahi
Beach Resort & Spa

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
(BELOW DHS400)
The Butcher Shop & Grill

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT
Pai Thai, Jumeirah Al Qasr,
Madinat Jumeirah

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
The Royal Budha, Holiday Inn
Al Barsha

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT
Waka
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PRINT AD

BADGES

Announcement published in 
What’s On Dubai (December 
2017).

Badges sent to all winners.

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

E-MAILER

E-MAILER

WHAT’S ON RESTAURANT
OF THE YEAR
Il Borro Tuscan Bistro

WHAT’S ON CHEF OF THE YEAR
Nick Alvis and Scott Price
at Folly By Nick & Scott

WHAT’S ON INDIE RESTAURANT
OF THE YEAR
3 Fils

WHAT’S ON NEWCOMER
OF THE YEAR
Sean Connolly at Dubai Opera

FAVOURITE MIDDLE
EASTERN RESTAURANT
Rüya

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Seven Sands Emirati Cuisine 
and Lounge

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT
The Scene By Simon Rimmer

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Copper Dog

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
Lucky Voice Dubai

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
(BELOW DHS400)
Wanderlust Brunch At Garden, JW 
Marriott Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT
Hakkasan Dubai

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Soy Restaurant

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT
Bagatelle Dubai

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Couqley

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT
Rang Mahal by Atul Kochhar, JW 
Marriott Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Govinda’s Restaurant, Karama

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT
The Beach House, Anantara Resort
& Spa, The Palm Dubai

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE DUBAI WINNERS

Sponsors Vote Processing Partner Presented by

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
La Tablita, Hyatt Regency Dubai 
Creek Heights

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Ibn Albahr

FAVOURITE PAKISTANI RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Barbecue Delights

FAVOURITE DAY OUT
Ladies’ Day at Zero Gravity

FAVOURITE CONCERT
Justin Bieber Purpose World Tour, 
Dubai

FAVOURITE LADIES’ NIGHT
Lucky Voice Dubai

FAVOURITE FESTIVAL
Emirates Airline Festival
of Literature

FAVOURITE NIGHTCLUB
Zero Gravity

FAVOURITE BAR
Barasti

FAVOURITE SPORTING EVENT
Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens

FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH
Mr Miyagi’s

FAVOURITE SHOW
Les Misérables

FAVOURITE CAFÉ
1762

FAVOURITE HEALTHY EATING 
RESTAURANT
The Farm Restaurant

FAVOURITE PUB GRUB
The Tap House

FAVOURITE FOOD TRUCK
Burger Pit

FAVOURITE FITNESS CLUB
Define Body & Mind

FAVOURITE SPA
Heart & Soul Spa and Wellness

FAVOURITE NAIL BAR
Tips & Toes

FAVOURITE HAIR SALON
Pastels Salon

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Kitchen6, JW Marriott
Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Il Borro Tuscan Bistro

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Da Vinci’s

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Okku

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Izakaya, JW Marriott
Marquis Hotel, Dubai

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT
Boca

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Boardwalk

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN RESTAURANT
Mr Miyagi’s

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Max’s Restaurant

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
The MAINE Oyster Bar & Grill

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Aprons & Hammers

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
Hunters Room & Grill,
The Westin Dubai Mina Seyahi
Beach Resort & Spa

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
(BELOW DHS400)
The Butcher Shop & Grill

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT
Pai Thai, Jumeirah Al Qasr,
Madinat Jumeirah

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
The Royal Budha, Holiday Inn
Al Barsha

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT
Waka
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HALF PAGE
84,758 IMPRESSIONS

LEADERBOARD
192,210 IMPRESSIONS

MOBILE BANNER

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Digital banners were uploaded 
on What’s On website with over 
317,000 impressions.
Emailer’s sent to our What’s On 
Dubai database announcing the 
winners for 2017.

MPU
38,453 IMPRESSIONS



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

SOCIAL MEDIA



POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
DUBAI

DEC 2017
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
DUBAI

DEC 2017



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS


