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THANK YOU

Motivate Media Group would like to extend a huge thank you to all the guests and sponsors 
for their contribution in making What’s On Awards Dubai a big success.

We hope you enjoyed yourself thoroughly and we look forward to working with you again in 
the near future.

Motivate Media Group Events Team.
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YOU ARE INVITED....

More than 1,000 guests attended the What’s On 
Awards ceremony in Dubai Media City Amphitheatre.

They included the city’s leading professionals in the 
leisure and entertainment industry.

DIGITAL INVITATIONS:

•	 E-INVITE
•	 SEE YOU TOMORROW
•	 SEE YOU TONIGHT
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THE VENUE

DUBAI MEDIA CITY 
AMPHITHEATRE

In the heart of Dubai Media 
City lies a spacious, green 
amphitheatre. This area was 
transformed into a glamourous 
event space for What’s On 
Awards Dubai, and also some of 
Dubai’s biggest concerts.
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WHAT’S ON WALL GLAMOUR
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WHAT’S ON WALL GLAMOUR
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EVENT BRANDING

Sponsors’ logos were placed 
on all event collateral, 
including but not limited to: 
invites, photo wall, winner’s 
wall, table-top branding, 
menu & programme, welcome 
boards and outdoor signage.
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Our culinary partner for What’s On Awards Dubai was JA Resorts & Hotels.
The guests were treated to a vast range of menu options, inspired by JA 
Resorts & Hotels’ very own F&B outlets; Kinara, Phoenicia, Sette, Motorino, 
White Orchid and International Buffet.

Food stations were spread throughout offering a range of spectacular cuisine, 
tastefully and creatively decorated. What was awe-inspiring however, was the 
Dessert Deck; taking guests through a journey under the theme of ‘cinema’.

SPONSOR
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SPONSOR

Acqua Panna and San Pellegrino were 
served throughout the event, each guest 
received a glass upon arrival from the 
impressive display of sparkling water-
filled flutes.

Guests were also presented with a 
limited edition bottle of San Pellegrino 
to take home.

On behalf of Bidfood, Key Account 
Manager, Aysha Al Raisi, presented the 
following awards: 
•	Favourite Greek Restaurant   
	 presented to GAIA 
•	Favourite Indian Restaurant  
	 presented to Masala Library  
	 by Jiggs Kalra at JW Marriott  
	 Marquis 
•	Favourite Italian presented to 
	 Il Borro Tuscan Bistro Dubai
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SPONSOR

Our beverage partner African & 
Eastern provided refreshments 
for the event, including two 
brands which had individual 
stalls, serving guests throughout 
the night:
•	Gordon’s Pink Gin & Tonic Bar
•	Wolf Blass Wine Bar

David Beattie, General Manager 
Sales, On Trade Dubai, presented 
the following awards:
•	Favourite Ladies’ Night  
	 presented to Atelier M 
	 at Pier 7 Dubai Marina
•	Favourite Nightclub presented  
	 to White Dubai
•	Favourite Bar presented to  
	 Nola Eatery & Social House
•	Favourite Brunch presented  
	 to Wanderlust, JW Marriott  
	 Marquis Dubai
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Category sponsors Country Hill & 
Stockyard had two giant branded cows 
on display at the event venue.

David Clarke, GM of Stockyard and 
Maria Luisa Panzica La Manna - Bus. 
Dev. Manager, Country Hill International 
presented three categories on the night:

•	Favourite Japanese Restaurant presented to Akira Back
•	Favourite Latin American Restaurant presented to Lima Dubai
•	Favourite Steakhouse presented to Porterhouse Steaks 
	 & Grills at Sofitel Dubai the Palm Resort & Spa

SPONSOR
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SPONSOR

Stella Artois sponsored ‘The 
Stella Artois Perfect Serve’, a 
category created specifically for 
them at this event.

Daria Kuznetsova, AB InBev 
Sales Manager presented the 
award to Kickers Sports Bar.
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Emirates Printing Press sponsored three categories on the night. Mohamed Al Shirawi, Deputy 
Managing Director of Al Shirawi Group of Companies and CEO of Emirates Printing Press LLC 
and Mohan Valrani, Snr Vice Chairman and Managing Director of Al Shirawi Group of Companies 
presented awards for the following categories:

•	Favourite Healthy Eating Restaurant presented to Comptoir 102
•	Favourite Café presented to Nightjar Coffee Roasters
•	Favourite Business Lunch presented to Brothaus Bakery-Bistro

SPONSOR



Vote Processing
Partner

Presented BySponsors Beverage
Partner

Culinary
Partner

Structural
Supplier

Photography
Partner

Flower
Partner

SPONSOR

Our official voting partner for 
the awards, Jacobsons Direct, 
sponsored three categories.

Akram Raffoul, Partner 
and Executive Director at 
Jacobsons presented the 
awards for:
•	Favourite Pub Grub  
	 presented to 
	 The Irish Village
•	Favourite Asian Restaurant  
	 to Maiden Shanghai at 	 
	 Five Palm Jumeirah Dubai
•	Favourite British Restaurant  
	 presented to Gordon  
	 Ramsey Hell’s Kitchen  
	 at Caesars Palace  
	 Bluewaters Dubai
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SPONSOR

Flower partners Margot filled the 
Ampthitheater tables with unique 
centerpieces using white Lillies.
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SPONSOR

Photography Partners GEOPRO covered the 
event in terms of video and photography. 
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All Event Services did a fantastic job with the set up and management 
of the staging at the What’s On Awards Dubai.

JJ Trichardt, Managing Director of All Events Services, 
presented two categories:
•	Favourite European Restaurant presented to 
	 The Beach House at Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort
•	Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant presented to 
	 Al Nafoorah at Jumeirah Emirates Towers

SPONSOR
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VOTING PROCESS

What’s On Awards registrants consisted of 
bars, restaurants, cafes, spas, nightclubs and 
events. Registrations opened fat the end of 
May with voting starting on June 17 until 
September 26.

Registered outlets were able to promote their 
participation to their customers online and 
through printed voting slips. The voting packs 
were provided to those outlets that requested 
them, and consisted of tent cards and voting 
slips.

Once voting had closed on Sept 26, all online 
and printed slips were sent to Jacobsons 
Direct, our auditing partner who checked and 
verified all votes. The top five outlets in each 
category were then invited to the What’s On 
Awards Dubai on November 4, where the 
final winners were announced.

The ‘Leisure and Below 400’ categories were 
pre-awarded two weeks prior to the event.

VOTING SLIPS

TABLE TENT 
CARD

REGISTRATION
FORM

VOTING 
PROCESS FORM
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

REGISTRATION, VOTING AND 
TICKET SALES CAMPAIGN

PRINT

What’s On Dubai 
June 2019 – Readership 100,000 
July 2019 – Readership 100,000 
August 2019 – Readership 100,000 
September 2019 – Readership 100,000 
October 2019 – Readership 100,000

Golf Digest 
July 2019 – Readership 37,000 
August 2019 – Readership 37,000 
October 2019 – Readership 37,000

Gulf Business  
July 2019 – Readership 84,000 
October 2019 – Readership 84,000

Emirates Woman 
October 2019 – Readership 75,000

Business Traveller ME  
July 2019 – Readership 100,000 
September 2019 – Readership 100,000 
October 2019 – Readership 100,000

Identity 
July 2019 – Readership 30,000 
August 2019 – Readership 30,000

Campaign  
June 16 – Readership 30,000 
June 30 – Readership 30,000 
July 7 – Readership 30,000 
August 12 – Readership 30,000 
August 25 – Readership 30,000 
September 23 – Readership 30,000

TOTAL READERSHIP – 1,557,800

Gulf News  
September 17  
September 24  
Readership 163,800
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PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

MPU
IMPRESSIONS – 445,861

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS – 578,461

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 69,909

REGISTRATIONS OPEN
Whatson.ae, Gulfbusiness.com, Golfdigestme.com
(January 18 – July 31)

MOBILE LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 260,996
 
MOBILE CATFISH
IMPRESSIONS – 250,433



Vote Processing
Partner

Presented BySponsors Beverage
Partner

Culinary
Partner

Structural
Supplier

Photography
Partner

Flower
Partner

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

MPU
IMPRESSIONS – 621,858

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS – 1,462,232

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 323,654

REGISTRATIONS OPEN
Whatson.ae, Campaignme.com, Gulfbusiness.com, Golfdigestme.com
(August 7 – September 26)

MOBILE LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 471,970

MOBILE CATFISH
IMPRESSIONS – 689,812
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MPU
IMPRESSIONS – 21,689

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS – 44,803

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 19,721

SHORTLISTS ANNOUNCED 
Whatson.ae
(October 24 – October 28)

MOBILE LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 39,055

MOBILE CATFISH
IMPRESSIONS – 689,812

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE
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RADIO AD
30 SECONDS   DUBAI 92   August 14 – September 12

PRE-EVENT COVERAGE

EDMs
What’s On database (25,000 subscribers) 
Ave. Open Rate: 18%

What’s your favourite restaurant in Dubai? Or your top pick 
for brunch? What about your favourite fitness studio in the 

city? Vote now in the What’s On Awards and WIN four tickets 
to Party in the Park. Voting is easy. Go to whats on dot ae/

awards. What’s On, proudly celebrating 40 years in the region.

June 17
June 26
June 30
July 2
July 3
July 8

July 15
July 22
July 29
August 7
August 14
August 19

September 2
September 11
September 18
September 25
October 20
October 28



Vote Processing
Partner

Presented BySponsors Beverage
Partner

Culinary
Partner

Structural
Supplier

Photography
Partner

Flower
Partner

VOTING PROMOTION

Examples of What’s On 
Instagram story posts 
pushing consumers
to vote:

(Average number of 
consumers seeing 
each post: 7,000)
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VOTING PROMOTION

Examples of outlets encouraging 
their customers to vote:
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THE WINNERS

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AHMED BAKER, 

CHAIRMAN - DUTCO GROUP

WHAT’S ON RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
GAIA

WHAT’S ON INDIE RESTAURANT 
OF THE YEAR 
21 GRAMS

WHAT’S ON CHEF OF THE YEAR 
FULVIO OPALIO, HEAD CHEF OF IL BORRO

WHAT’S ON NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 
ALICI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE CAFÉ 
NIGHTJAR COFFEE ROASTERS

FAVOURITE HEALTHY EATING RESTAURANT 
COMPTOIR 102

FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH 
BROTHAUS BAKERY-BISTRO 
AT STEIGENBERGER HOTEL 

BUSINESS BAY

FAVOURITE AFTERNOON TEA 
QUINTESSENTIAL AFTERNOON TEA, 

THE LOBBY LOUNGE 
AT THE RITZ-CARLTON, DUBAI JBR

FAVOURITE PUB GRUB 
THE IRISH VILLAGE, GARHOUD

FAVOURITE BAR 
NOLA EATERY & SOCIAL HOUSE
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE NIGHTCLUB 
WHITE DUBAI

FAVOURITE LADIES’ NIGHT 
ATELIER M AT PIER 7 DUBAI MARINA

FAVOURITE CONCERT OR SHOW 
MAROON 5 LIVE IN DUBAI 

AT COCA-COLA ARENA

FAVOURITE SPORTING EVENT 
EMIRATES AIRLINE 

DUBAI RUGBY SEVENS

FAVOURITE FESTIVAL 
REDFESTDXB 

AT DUBAI MEDIA CITY AMPHITHEATRE

FAVOURITE ATTRACTION 
TEPFACTOR DUBAI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE BEACH DAY 
NIKKI BEACH DUBAI RESTAURANT 

& BEACH CLUB

FAVOURITE DUBAI APP 
MOONSHINE

THE STELLA ARTOIS PERFECT SERVE 
KICKERS SPORTS BAR

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN RESTAURANT 
AL NAFOORAH 

AT JUMEIRAH EMIRATES TOWERS

FAVOURITE BRUNCH 
WANDERLUST

AT JW MARRIOTT MARQUIS DUBAI

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT 
GORDON RAMSAY HELL’S KITCHEN AT 

CAESARS PALACE BLUEWATERS DUBAI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE ASIAN RESTAURANT 
MAIDEN SHANGHAI 

AT FIVE PALM JUMEIRAH DUBAI

FAVOURITE EUROPEAN RESTAURANT 
THE BEACH HOUSE 

AT ANANTARA THE PALM DUBAI RESORT

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT 
MASALA LIBRARY BY JIGGS KALRA 
AT JW MARRIOTT MARQUIS DUBAI

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
AKIRA BACK AT W DUBAI - THE PALM

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
IL BORRO TUSCAN BISTRO DUBAI

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
THE MAINE OYSTER BAR & GRILL
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE MODERN AMERICAN 
RESTAURANT 

CHICAGO MEATPACKERS

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE 
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS & GRILLS AT 

SOFITEL DUBAI THE PALM RESORT & SPA

FAVOURITE GREEK RESTAURANT 
GAIA

FAVOURITE LATIN AMERICAN 
LIMA DUBAI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE FITNESS FACILITY 
GYMNATION AT AL QUOZ

FAVOURITE SPA 
SOFITEL SPA AT SOFITEL DUBAI 

THE PALM RESORT & SPA

FAVOURITE NAIL BAR 
N.BAR AT SHORELINE, 
THE PALM JUMEIRAH

FAVOURITE BARBERS 
THE ART OF SHAVING AT CITY WALK

FAVOURITE HAIR SALON 
MARQUEE AT DUBAI MARINA GATE

FAVOURITE BRUNCH 
SUPERNATURAL AT ZERO GRAVITY

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)
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THE WINNERS

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN RESTAURANT 
MAJLIS AL SULTAN 

RESTAURANT AND CAFÉ

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT 
POTS, PANS & BOARDS AT THE BEACH

FAVOURITE ASIAN RESTAURANT 
STREETERY FOOD HALL BY ZEN

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT 
ZAFRAN INDIAN BISTRO, MIRDIF CITY 

CENTRE

FAVOURITE EUROPEAN RESTAURANT 
RIVA RESTORANTE AT RIVA BEACH CLUB

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT  
DA VINCI’S RESTAURANT 

AT MILLENNIUM AIRPORT HOTEL DUBAI
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THE WINNERS

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
MIYAKO AT HYATT REGENCY DUBAI

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
APRONS & HAMMERS AT 
THE BEACH BY MERAAS

FAVOURITE MODERN AMERICAN 
RESTAURANT 

BURGER & LOBSTER

FAVOURITE GREEK RESTAURANT 
MYTHOS KOUZINA & GRILL

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE 
TURKISH STEAK RESTAURANT & CAFÉ

FAVOURITE LATIN AMERICAN 
MAMA ZONIA DUBAI

PRE-AWARDED (BELOW DHS400)



Vote Processing
Partner

Presented BySponsors Beverage
Partner

Culinary
Partner

Structural
Supplier

Photography
Partner

Flower
Partner

EVENT COVERAGE EXAMPLES

SOCIAL MEDIA
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

BADGES

PRINT

What’s On Dubai
December 2019 – Readership 100,000

Gulf News
November 5 – Readership 77,781

Badges sent to all winners.

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDM
What’s On database 
(25,000 subscribers) 
5 November

WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT
Whatson.ae (November 5 – November 12)

HALF PAGE
IMPRESSIONS – 294,648 

MPU
IMPRESSIONS – 60,938

LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 69,909

MOBILE LEADERBOARD
IMPRESSIONS – 44,828

MOBILE CATFISH
IMPRESSIONS – 123,668
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POST-EVENT COVERAGE

EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE

WHAT’S ON
DUBAI
DEC 2019

READERSHIP
100,000
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Sponsors

Presented By

Photography Partner Flower Partner Vote Processing Partner

Beverage PartnerCulinary Partner Structural Supplier


